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| Abstract |

Love as Emotion and Situation

- On the Phenomonology of Love of Hermann Schmitz
and its philosophical-anthropological meaning(l) -

Ha, Sun-kyu

What is the philosophical reflection on love today? To a large extent, we
have relatively sufficient sensitivity and professional knowledge of desire or
impulse. But the love between the two is still dependent on an obscure
‘mysticism’ and ‘irrationalism’. In this sense of critical consciousness, |
consider phenomenological reflections on sexua love between two people of
Hermann Schmitz, a German philosopher of modern philosophy. Schmitz
attempts a meaningful philosophica analysis of the love between the two in
his book The Love of 1999 from the viewpoint of his own phenomenology
of body. The theoretical accomplishment that this work reaches is worth
thinking over, if the philosophical thought today is to go beyond a mysticism
of love and to move toward a more profound theory of love. In this article,
| first examine Schmitz' critical motivation and fundamental ideologica
intention of his own phenomenological theory. In the second part of this
article, 1 will anayze Schmitz' significant theoretica achievements that
accurately elucidate “love as emotion” and “love as a Situation.” Based on
the new phenomenological explanation of the ontological nature of ‘emotion’
and ‘situation’. Schmitz develops a convincing theory of complexity of
emotional quality and object of partner love. the fundamental dilemma of
love stemming from the different ontological strata of emotion and situation.
At the end of the article, | briefly mention Schmitz' ideological importance
of the phenomenology of love and some remaining research issues.

Keywords : theory of love, phenomenology of body, philosophy of emotion,
philosophy of situation





