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A Study on the Relation between Art and Play in the

Modern Aesthetic Theories
— Focused on the Theories of W. Benjamin and H. Schmitz

Ha, Sun—Kyu*

The issue ‘Art and play’ is frequently discussed in philosophical, aesthetic
research and history of culture. However, it is not just a feature or aspect of art
theory, but a very important topic that is directly or indirectly related to many
significant themes like ‘art and life’, ‘art and culture’, ‘art and society’, ‘art and
politics’, ‘art and human body etc. In this article, | will discuss the issue of art
and play through the theories of two German thinkers, Walter Benjamin
(1892—-1940) and Hermann Schmitz(1928— ). Though the philosophical position
and methodology differ markedly, the two thinkers develop very original and
meaningful theories on the ontological and epistemological meanings of art
and play. Benjamin inquires into the issue of art and play in terms of the
macroscopic trends and interactions of the economic foundations and
ideological structures (Basis und Oberbau). In his theory, play is not only the
fundamental driving force of art, but also presented as an anthropological core
concept that enables the internal composition and liberative practice of the new
historical subject, the masses. On the other hand, Schmitz explores the
meaning of art and play based on a full reevaluation of bodily experience and
subjective facts. As a person who can be physically astonished, the subject
responds to the challenge of chaotic manifolds with his elastic abilities of
physical resonances and ways of objectification. These are remarkable human
abilities of playful identification and objectification through poetry and art. In

* Professor of Hongik University
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AAF @R 2019, 120 14
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order to deeply understand contemporary works of art, in which playful elements
are increasing day by day, Benjamin’s and Schmitz’ theory can give important
implications at various points.

¥ Key Words: art and play, anthropological materialism, theory of mass,
body phenomenology, artistic objectification
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